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Eight Mile 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 13 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Violence, offensive language, drug use and sex scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: 28 March 2003 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The Board considers pursuant to s 3(1) of the Films, Videos and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (the Act) that 8 Mile passes through the subject matter 
gateways of sex, violence and crime in such a manner that the availability of the 
publication is likely to be “injurious to the public good” if unrestricted. The Board finds 
the incidence of sex is perhaps no more graphic than some television programmes 
freely available for viewing by even pre-teen children. 

It is the Board’s opinion under s 3(1) of the Act that 13 year olds have sufficient life 
experience and knowledge of sexual activity to understand what is happening in the 
film and not be adversely affected by it. In respect to crime, although use of marijuana 
occurs several times, Rabbit, the hero, does not participate in it. The arson of the 
house has moral overtones. The Board finds that teenagers would have a sufficiently 
developed moral code to understand that arson and drug use have consequences. 

In the Board’s view, s 3(2) of the Act does not apply. 

The Board finds under s 3(3)(d) of the Act that the drug taking is not focused on or 
indulged in by Rabbit. It therefore does not normalise or glamorise drug taking. The 
arson is a one-off event motivated by “civic duty”. The violent scenes are relatively 
tame with few observable consequences for the participants. In the Board’s view s 
(3)(e) did not apply as there are mixed racial groups involved. 8 Mile indicates current 
rap is more about class solidarity than race. 
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In consideration of s 3(4)(a) of the Act, 8 Mile is a moralistic film with a conventional 
story of overcoming adversity. The film is a high energy sound and vision production 
and an excellent realisation of the artists’ work. The Board considered 8 Mile has 
artistic merit and is a revealing view of a sub-culture not normally seen. The film is 
targeted to the Eminem supporter market and the general teenage market for 
entertainment and possibly educational purposes. 

In consideration of the Bill of Rights Act 1990, the five steps in Moonen I were applied 
to each decision made in respect of 8 Mile. 

It is the Board’s opinion that a restriction of 13 years of age and over is justified due to 
society’s wish to protect young persons from harm and at the same time provide the 
minimum interference with the rights under the Bill of Rights Act. 

The Board does not impose any different restrictions between theatre and non-theatre 
use. 
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